
 

 

An inspiring view of Parish life  

Meant to Be  
By the Fink Family , parishioners  
 

Over Christmas break, our family 
traveled to Ethiopia to adopt our five 
year-old brother, Jacob. Looking back 
on it now, itõs amazing how smoothly 
the whole process has gone and how 
great the experience has been for 
everyone involved. Despite all the 
doubts, all the worries, and all the 
possible difficulties that could have 
arisen, the journey our family has 
taken from the moment our five -hour-
delayed flight left the tarmac of 
OõHare International has been truly 
blessed. The ease with which Jacob  
has fit into our family and the positive 
effects this life changing commitment 
has produced, seems to suggest that 
this was meant to be.  
 

Godõs will can often be more difficult 
to predict than the Final Four, however 
Jacobõs incorporation into our family 
certainly was what God intended. It 
was my parentõs faith in God that 
allowed them to have the confidence 
to pursue such an ambitious endeavor 
despite not knowing the enigmatic will 
of God with more certainty.   
 

I do know that the process of seriously 
considering adoption began years ago 
and has overcome a number of 
frustrating setbacks. Jumping from one 
adoption program to another due to the 
volatile political atmospheres of many 
of the countries popular for adoptions 
even tested my parentsõ resolve and 
maybe made them question whether or 
not adoption was something our family 
was meant to do.  
 
These frustrating obstacles, however, 

ultimately led us to look into Ethiopia 
as a possibility and it was there that we  
found Jacob. This fortuitous outcome 
could not have come about without the 
faith that my parents had in Godõs 
guiding hand. The timing of the 
adoption even ended up allowing the 
entire family to travel to Ethiopia to 
pick Jacob up. Such an experience was 
something that has been essential to  
the necessary bonding that has taken  
place between Jacob and our family. 
The trip itself was something that we  
will never forget and will always be a 
part of us.  
 

The energy and light that Jacob has 
brought to our home since he arrived                               
                             Continued on page 4  
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Drew, Ellen, and Dan Fink with new brother Jacob and friends in Jacobõs  

birth country of Ethiopia this past Christmas.  
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ST. DOMINIC PARISH ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

The Board of Directors of the Parish Endowment Fund would like to report on the progress of the growth of the Fund to 
our parish family on an annual basis. The Fund traces its beginnings to the founding Pastor, Father Grohall. A generous 
bequest from Father Grohallõs estate provided for the creation of our Parish Endowment Fund. The primary goal of the 
Endowment Fund is to provide educational formation opportunities supporting our lifelong faith journey.  
 
As of the end of the 2009 calendar year, the Fund balance totaled $292,411.  The net increase in the fund over the 
last calendar year was $48,356, with unrealized gains at December 31, 2009 of $18,450.  
  
At the quarterly annual meeting, the following were elected to the Board:  

Just a reminder that tax deductible gifts of cash, stocks, bonds or mutual funds can be made directly to the St. Dominic 
Parish Endowment Fund at any time.  Please remember the Endowment Fund when making charitable donations and 
preparing your estate planning documents.  The Endowment Fund can also be named as a designee in planning for 
funeral memorials.  For more information, please contact Fr. David Reith or Karen Chaffee, director of finance.  

President:  Father David Reith  Vice President: Jerry Buting  Secretary:  Michael Ricci 

Treasurer: Kathy Hoffman  Director -at-large: Pat Mattern  Director -at-large: Keith Baisden 

Director -at-large: Ann Rieger   

St. Dominic Parish believes we have been called  
to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. As part of this mission, we 
publish a variety of communications including the St. Dominic Web 

site, which highlights the people, ministries, programs and events of 
our parish.  

 

Photos of individuals will not include personal identifiable  
information without prior written consent.  

If you would like further information regarding our policy, including our 
Information Release Form , please contact Meg Picciolo,  
Director of Marketing Communication at 262.781.3480 or 

meg.picciolo@stdominic.net.  

If you have an inspiring story or photos to share for our next 

issue, please contact  

Meg Picciolo at 262.781.3480 or parish@stdominic.net  

Seek Christ is published by St. Dominic Catholic Parish 

18255 W. Capitol Drive, Brookfield WI 53045-1422 
Phone: 262.781.3480, E-mail: parish@stdominic.net  
www.stdominic.net  
 
Please notify the parish center office with any change of address.  
 
Editors: Kay Martin, Rich Harter, Dan Herda, Mike Laskey, Meg Picciolo,  
Angela Zuniga-Meyer 
Photographers: Rusty Adams, Meg Picciolo, Kathie Beuscher, Joyce Sauer, 
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Sign up to receive 

automatic E -mail updates 
from Fr. Seanõs blog. 
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Your Questions Answered  Exploring Our Faith  

Q: We know that in the Bible, Jesus refers to God as òFather.ó Yet Jesus had an earthly 
father in Joseph. What role did Joseph play in Jesusõ life?  
A: There is not a lot of information written about the life of Joseph, but we are able to gain 

some insight into the earthly father of Jesus through Scripture.  

We know he was a working man, a carpenter, and that he trained Jesus in his trade. Yet 
many point to Joseph as possibly having royal lineage. While Luke and Matthew disagree 
about details of Joseph's family tree, they both discuss a connection to King David of 
Israel. The angel who first tells Joseph about Jesus greets him as "son of David," a royal 

title used also for Jesus.  

While Joseph knows that Jesus is not his biological son, he treated Jesus as his own ñ in 

fact, the people of Nazareth would say of Jesus, "Is this not the son of Joseph?" (Luke 4:22)  

We know that Joseph loved Jesus. One of his main concerns was for the safety of his child. When an angel 
of the Lord appeared in sleep to Joseph, saying: òArise, and take the child and his mother, and fly into 
Egypt: and be there until I shall tell thee" (Matthew 2:13), Joseph does not hesitate. Not an easy task 

considering people traveled either on foot or on donkey in those days.  

We know that Joseph respected God and raised Jesus with strong faith. Scholars write that Joseph took his 

family to Jerusalem every year for Passover. Jerusalem is around 65 miles from Nazareth.  

We donõt know specifically when Joseph died. Some assume he died before Jesus turned 30 years old, as he 

is not mentioned in any writings during Jesusõ public life. 

We celebrate two feast days for Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary, and May 1 for Joseph the 

Worker.  

By Dan Herda, Seek Christ Editor & parishioner  

A Blessing for Generations  

Itõs not often that a family is given the 

opportunity to see life from a new 

perspective, but we were given such an 

opportunity when our brother Fred was 

born.  Fred is the youngest of eight kids 

and he was born with Downõs 

Syndrome.  We grew up as any other 

siblings did ñ we played and laughed, 

we teased and argued, and we loved 

and shared.  Our family was given the 

added blessings of a special kind of 

love, patience, caring and 

acceptance, for Fred has 

cognitive and developmental 

challenges that most people do 

not.  We grew up learning to 

celebrate the small things and 

appreciate the uncomplicated 

joys that life can offer.  

Fred is an adult now.  Heõs not 

able to live independently and 

since the death of our parents, 

lives with a sister in Delafield.  

He has a job, 

goes to the YMCA 

every week and is 

very active with 

Special Olympics.  

He spends a lot 

of time with us 

on the weekends 

and loves to visit 

our other siblings, too.  

Our family is blessed to have this 

special perspective passed on to our 

next generation.  Our children, 

Christian and Samantha, as well as all 

their cousins, have grown up learning 

this special love, patience, caring and 

acceptance.  Theyõve learned to 

celebrate the joys of life that their 

uncle Fred is passing on é a blessing for 

generations! 

Seeking Christ in Our Lives   In Reflection  

By Christine White, Day School Music Teacher & parishioner 
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òWe grew up learning to celebrate 

the small things and appreciate the 

uncomplicated joys that life can 

offer.ó  Christine White  
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has been the best kind of remedy to a long and cold 
Wisconsin winter. I have come to learn that the 
language barrier does not apply to things like building 
forts, paper airplanes, and sticker wars; that naptime 
is the best time, and that little kids from Ethiopia can 
be just as stubborn as the ones from Wisconsin. Drew 
Fink, Alumnus 2005 
 

òGoing to Addis Ababa in Ethiopia really had us all 
praying, as it appeared so very bleak, dirty and 
crowded. The streets were full of cars and vans, 
people and animals. One driver commented that it is  
a city with three million people and one stoplight. It 
did appear to be the case! But just as there is poverty 
and orphans in Ethiopia, we also met people who were 
part of families that live together, have weddings, go 
to school, laugh and eat together. Everyone from the 
drivers, the guesthouse cook, the orphanage director 
and the nannies were all kind, happy, beautiful 
people. It makes me think that the world really is 
small and that we are all a part of the family of 
humanity; that we have a family connection to all 
people and supporting each other in whatever way 
that we can is something that we are called to do.  It 
is the will of God for sure.  
 

Adoption is not for everyone and we were not always 
certain it was for us but through it all we just went 
through the steps needed, did the mountain of 
paperwork, asked friends and family to put in a good 
word for us in letters to the agency, were 
fingerprinted and background checked, and 

doublecheckedéand then we waited and waited. It is 
awesome to think that before we even knew of Jacob 
he also waited. Through most of it we did not talk 
much about it to anyone and sometimes not even to 
each other. We just had it in the back of our mind and 
in our hearts and had faith that God was guiding the 
journey and how it would unfold.ó Cathy Fink 
 

Read and view more photos on the parish Web site .  

 

Answering òYes!ó 
By Jeff and Debbie Baker, parishioners  
 

Our road to adoption was an unnecessarily long one.  
Well, unnecessary in an earthly sense of time but not 
in Godõs ñ His time is perfect. Our journey began with 
a quiet whisper which we promptly dismissed as 
absurd. We had four young children and life was busy 
and difficult to keep up with already. We knew it 
would be a challenge to give them all that they needed 
ñ time, attention, a Catholic education, a college 
education...the list goes on! It was some time later 
while praying the Rosary that God showed us something 
important. When the angel came to Mary, her òYesó to 
God was so pure and never did she focus on the 
impossibilities or say, òBut what abouté?ó She trusted 
him completely. But what were we doing? We were 
finding all of the selfish reasons to say òno,ó the 
reasons that donõt matter when you are standing face 
to face with your Creator.  
 

So, we started praying about it. And what we realized 
was that no matter what, this was going to be a great 
test of faith that would require a wholehearted trust in 
the Lord. We had a discussion with our children about 
adoption and how it would involve sacrifice, selfless 
love, and potential unknowns. Their yes was like 
Maryõs, a pure òyes!ó The next day, after five years of 
uncertainty, we decided we would begin our adoption 
paperwork, and if God wanted to close the doors, He 
would. Finally, after two years of waiting and praying, 
we received òthe call.ó We were so excited to finally 
see her face after such a long wait!  

 Answering Godõs Call 
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Left: Drew Fink with his brother Jacob in the airport on 
their way home to Wisconsin.  
Below: Cathy Fink with Jacob, learning ABCõs in  
Mrs. Stichõs classroom. 
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Again, we had to trust in God. There were so many unknowns 
ahead of us: what if she wouldnõt attach to us, what had she 
endured in her two and a half years of life and how would it 
affect her and our family, what if she had medical problems 
that we didnõt know about, etc. Then I heard this quote: òIf 
you set out and you know whatõs ahead of you, thatõs 
knowledge; if you set out and donõt know whatõs ahead, thatõs 
faith.ó  We had our answer...we would not worry and we 
would trust God fully.  
 

We departed for China on Christmas Eve. We received our 
daughter in Ningxia, China and returned home on January 10, 
2010. God has blessed us beyond words with our new daughter 
and there is no doubt that she is so very perfect for our family. 
She has brought such joy and love to all of us and we have to 
smile.  God knew so much more than we did, we just had to 
trust Him!  
 

Day 3 Journal: òWe were told early on that she would likely 
bond with one of us.  So, early on I pinched her so she would 
bond with Deb first.   I did not want Deb upset the next few 
months so yes, I took one for the team.  In all seriousness, she 
does love me from afar (I think).  We have a great time playing 
and as long as Deb is holding her she lets me give kisses. This 
morning was a good morning for dear old dad.  She woke up 
while Deb was on the computer and she let me hold her for 
about 5 minutes while we snuggled.  
 

òAs we boarded the plane to leave Elizabethõs birthplace 
there is a part of me that is sad for all those that have 
touched her in the past two years.  It is very obvious that she 
was loved by her foster family and well taken care of.  She 
came to us clean, she smelled wonderful, and she knew who 
we were...We both know it is by Godõs grace...that Elizabeth 
knew we were coming for her. It has been amazing to watch 
all the people in the streets and at the hotel.  I can just see 
the love they have for her and I know her mom must have 
been heartbroken to give her up.ó  Jeff Baker  
 

Godõs Intervention 
By the Trokan Family, parishioners  
 

Sometimes life doesnõt go as planned. This was the case with 
our plans for a family. After the loss of our second child, and 
the inability to have more children, we decided to explore 
adoption. We had doubts as to whether this was the right 
decision, but we put our trust in God knowing He would take 
care of us. Our son, Eric, came to us through Godõs 
intervention and has blessed us in many ways. He has taught us 
many things, including to appreciate the things we take for 
granted. We thank God for him everyday and he has made our 
family complete.  
 

What we have learned through all of this is to be open to Godõs 
call.  There was a time when we had our lives planned out and 
believed that we were in control.  However, sometimes when 
things donõt go as planned, it can bring us closer to God. It is in 
times of struggle that our faith is truly tested. Having faith and 
listening to Godõs call will open you up to experiences that you 
never could have imagined. In our case, we were not only 
blessed with a wonderful son, but we have learned to put our 
trust in God and have faith that He knows what is best for us.  5 

Elizabeth Seaton-Yuemei Baker or "Mei Mei" as she is 
affectionately called by her òforeveró family. If you 

would like to read more about Mei Mei and the journey 
to her new home, visit:  

http://www.babyjellybeans.com/web/do/site?

pg=582288      Password: 7kycats  

The Trokan family: Eric, Paula, Tim and Kaitlin, who will 
be graduating from St. Dominic School this year.  

Click 

http://www.babyjellybeans.com/web/do/site?pg=582288
http://www.babyjellybeans.com/web/do/site?pg=582288


 

 

Paschal Candle  
 

The Paschal Candle is prepared with 
these words while the priest marks 

the candle:  
Christ yesterday and today, the  

Beginning and the End, Alpha and 
Omega, all time belongs to him and 

all the ages to him be glory and 
power through every age for ever. 

Amen  
Pictured: Adult Acolyte Mark Tushaus, Fr. Sean 

OõConnell and Deacon Greg Diciaula 

Service of Light  
 

The priest lights the candle from the  
new blessed fire, saying:  

May the light of Christ, rising in 
glory, dispel the darkness of our  

hearts and minds.  
Everyone lights their candle from the 

Easter candle which symbolizes 
Christ, the Light of the World.  

 
Palm Sunday, Easter Vigil, Bake Sale and 

Carmelite Sister Visit photos provided through 
the In Kind Gift of  Rusty Adams  

See more photos from 
these events at 

www.stdominic.net  

  Our People   Destination  

Click 

Stay Awake and Wait  
 

Holy Saturday evening marks the  
beginning of Easter. We are awaiting 
our master's return with our lamps 

full and burning, so that he will find 
us awake and seat us at his table.  
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Lenten  
Journey  

Archbishop Listecki at St. Dominic Church for the Season of Mercy District 
Reconciliation Service. Over 650 faithful participated in the sacrament on March 15.  
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Palm Sunday 
Archbishop Listecki photo courtesy of parishioner Jerrold Hilton  



 

 

Living in Faith     www.stdominic.net   St. Dominic  

Left: The Carmelite Sisters visit with St. Dominic School students as part of vocations awareness.  
Middle:  St. Dominic School students attend Mass and tour the Basilica of St. Josaphat.  
Right: K4 Students paraded through the school with their decorated Easter bonnets and  

 bunny baskets. 

Left: Parishioners enjoy a few sweet treats offered during the annual Childrenõs Ministry Bake & Craft Sale. 
Right: Childrenõs Ministry students preparing their items for the sale. All CM grade levels participated, including RISEN 

students.  Over $2,000 was raised from the sale to benefit the Lenten Outreach Project  
òWe Stand with Haiti.ó 
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