Young adult parish member, Caroline Klinker, attended the 2011 World Youth Day
(WYD) in Madrid, Spain. She shared her experience in an interview with Meg Picciolo,
Director of Marketing & Communications. Caroline is currently a student studying Span-
ish at the University of Wisconsin & Madison, with plans to enter Medical School with the
hopes of being a pediatrician. World Youth Day is normally held every 3 years for youth
aged 18 39. The average age of an attendee is about 24.

What prompted you to attend WYD? Were you in e -contact with your
I really didndét knofendnand familgbhocwaou wivel D .
Deacon (now Fr.) Kevin McManaman there?

told me how amazing it was and that No not at all. OQur
the Archdiocese was getting a group work. We had some internet access for
together. When | first got on board, | the first few days, and | did post to a
was more interested in the traveling blog once. Basically we had no phone

aspect of going to Spain, then WYD, but or Facebook! It was different not

once | was there, all | wanted to do was having a cell phone. When you got lost,
immerse myself deeper into WYD. In you couldnoét call t.
the six days of WYD, | took away much others and we did get separated the
more than | expected! night of the Vigil. But it was actually

How did you prepare for your trip?
Preparation began about a year and a

half ago. Deacon Ryan Pruess organized

our group. We had some preliminary
prep meetings, but nothing can prepare
you for what it is like!

How did this trip compare to the

others you have taken?

Each country 1 0ve
different; the best food by far was in
Italy! However, what made this trip so
unique for me was that is a more
independent adventure, which was
great. We got to choose what we
wanted to do. We had more free time
to create our own day and experience.
What was really unbelievable was that
a random group of 25 young adults
could get along so well during the
whole trip. It was weird! You could
even split our group into any
configuration of 4 -5 and everyone was
fineéeveryone beca

really, really nice. You could \ \’ )
Continued on Page 4 %r\ S\

Huge crowds would appear out of nowhere every time the Pope drove
through the C|ty of Madrid durmg World Youth Day 2011.
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St. Dominic Catholic Parish believes we have been called to spread the

0Good Newsdé6 of Jesus Christ. As part of t|
communications including the St. Dominic Website, which highlight the

people, ministries, programs and events of our parish.

Photos of individuals will not include personal identifiable information without
consent. For further information regarding our policy, please contact Meg
Picciolo, Director of Marketing Communications.

Share your inspiring story and photos in our next issue!
Contact Meg Picciolo at 262.781.3480 or info@stdominic.net

Seekhrist is published by St. Dominic Catholic Parish %

18255 W. Capitol Drive, Brookfield WI 53045-1422
Phone: 262.781.3480 info@stdominic.net
www.stdominic.net

2011-2012 Student Council Reps . . i ,
with moderator Megan Lilly Please notify the parish center office with any change of address.

Editors: Dan Herda, Peter Murray, Meg Picciolo, Mike Steinhardt,

Angela ZunigaMeyer
Photographers: Rusty Adams, Dee Fitzgerald, Dan Herda, Meg Picciolo,

Planned Givin
g Joyce Sauer, Angela ZunigaMeyer

Your annual stewardship gifts
provide the lifeline to our Parish Meet our Special Contributors:
programs. Support the people and
the ministries of
St. Dominic with an enduring gift
of faith. Contact Karen Chaffee,
Director of Finance Administration,
about ways to remember the
Church through your will.

Caroline Klinker  Susan McNeil Meg Picciolo Angela
Zuniga-Meyer

2012 St. Dominic Annual Treasure Appeal

Are you living everyday with a grateful heart?

We are called as Catholics to live, worship and give with a grateful heart. With this Catholic identity in mind, we
invite you to make your pledge to our annual stewardship appeal which supports the essential mission of St. Dominic
Parish. Commitment materials were mailed to all homes and are available in the church narthexes and online.

Will you respond to God with a grateful heart?
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In Reflection Seeking Christ in Our Lives

By Alex Guzman, Seminarian Intern

Journey Toward Priesthood renewed motivation to continue my a deep faith.

o o journey toward priesthood. Throughout my
I moved to St. Dominic Parish in long journey, |
Brookfield on September 1, 2011. I'n every phase of navefoint £gift
| had many expectations and | was a special support from people: people from God in
little afraid. | looked forward to my with a great sense of commitment and  every person |

new experience but wondered if |
would have many difficulties in this
huge parish. | knew | had to improve
my English. This has been my greatest
challenge in my development. |
shoul dndt have wor
because | 6ve met s
here with great hearts.

have met.

Within this new
experience at St.
Domi ni cds, I hope
to develop more responsibilities,
respect, and commitment for the
parish. The demands on me seem
great. Yet | need to develop myself
more in these areas since my
responsibilities as a priest in the future
will also be great.

Since arriving here, | have learned a
great deal. | have new responsibilities
where discipline and consistency are
very important. | have found a new,
great family in the St. Dominic parish
community. | am learning a lot of
things from them. They are friendly
and have a lot of patience with me.
This community has welcomed me
war ml y. My oOonew f
have shown me great support. | have

Finally, | want to give many thanks to
the parish community. In them | have
found fraternity, solidarity, love,
friendship and a great sense of
spirituality. | value their continued
support throughout my journey.

May God bless you all!

Exploring Our Faith FH Sign of the Cross

By J. Michael Steinhardt, Parishioner & Seek Christ Editor

About ten years ago now, | picked up a book just because

The book jacket hailed it as a compilation of otreasured
edited by Michael Leach and Therese J. Borchard. Early in the book was a list compiled by a priest asking his

parishioners what things they liked best about being Catholic. From this poll he developed a top fifty list of responses.

Among the most popular were things like the smell of burning incense, the sacraments, Advent wreaths, and stories

about saints. Finishing at No. 46 was my personal favorite, the Sign of the Cross.

| was recently reminded of the book while listening to the radio on my way to Madison. The drone of political
conversation was more mind boggling than illuminating and my mind wandered to recalling some good things that had
happened to me in the recent past. In response, | signed myself. It was my quick and simple way of acknowledging

Godds presence in my |ife. It wasndt the first time | have

ti mes a day not counting my meal prayers. When | gheadc k!l y
heart, left shoulder, right shoulder fi but more the subtle version. It is somewhere between basketball players

approaching the free -throw line and my pre -meal ritual sign of the cross. Regardless, since reading | Like Being a

Catholic years ago, signing myself spontaneously has become an integral part of my prayer life.

Occasions that are likely to prompt a simple sign of the cross might be things like memories of when my parents died,
occasions when one of my kids was sick or needed some kind of help. Upon further review, | have become aware of how
| presumptuously resort to prayer at extreme highs and lows in my life, but not in between when | am just as blessed

and often times even more so. That is when the sign of the cross seems to fit so well and why | have added signing
throughout the day sometimes for no reason at all.

The sign of the cross is still one of my favorite things about being a Catholic. It is uniquely Catholic, seems to fit right
into the flow of my life, keeps me focused, and it reminds me to pray even more consistently and earnestly. Most

i mportantly, it is a consistent reminder of 0S presence
Take our online poll: What do you like about being Catholic? 3
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An Immersion Experience

Continued from cover... speakers. You were surrounded by hundreds, thousands
o . of people all sharing in the experience, so you really
completely fpcus on enjoying the experience and what felt you were part of what was going on. They had
was happening all around you. Now that | am home, | space for 1 million people for the final Mass, but they
enjoy sharing my experience with others. l et in an extra million peopl
gaining access because they were overfilled. We were
bummed out but we got together as a group and talked
and also into area museums, cultural sites, about all the inqredible events we did participate in and
cathedrals...all for free, including the final Mass. There how we had galr?e-d so much from our WYD experience.
were 450,000 registered pilgrims. | was the only That helped put it in perspective.
member of our group with proficient Spanish and since What did you learn about yourself, about others, and
the event schedule was all in Spanish, | did a lot of about the Catholic faith?
translating! The 40,000 volunteers in Madrid, who wore  \yhen | first got there, | saw all these people who were
green t-shirts, also generally only spoke Spanish, SO ' so excited about their faith. Then | realized, wait, this
helped the group leaders understand what was being is my faith too! | learned so many things. There were
communicated. It was really great practice for me! hundreds of events every single day. | learned more
about how culture influences the way Catholics practice
their faith. For instance, we had a discussion about
wearing your rosary around your neck. Some cultures
view this as a holy and positive expression of faith,
relatively small plaza, fenced off with security. There whereas many of us had been taught that this practice

are lots of surrounding plazas where pilgrims gathered is sacrilegious. In many cu_ltures, however, it is_a very
and though you couldndt se gopqlq}:ﬁ_nd ascqe%t%?lg'thnagitordg. Qlsoy the signofthey

an excellent job of providing huge screens and loud cross, the way communion is received, whén'you sit or

Were the events open to all?
Credentials allowed you to get in to the WYD events,

Was it difficult getting close to the happenings?

Plaza de Cibeles was where the big stage was located,;
where the pope and others would speak and where
Stations of the Cross were held. It was actually a

At World Youth Day, you spend a lot of time meeting other pilgrims from around the world. After talking for awhile, you
usually trade small items (like pins, rosaries, bracelets, etc.) and take a picture with your groups and their flags. This is
a part of up after meeting a group from England and another from Spain.
; ' ! . e . ‘A M f:
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stand during the Mass are all different for different groups

of people! Of course, culture influences the music from
different countries. When it was announced that the next
WYD will be in Rio, Brazil in 2013, the Brazilians went wild.
Their music has lots of drums and they were dancing in the
streets. We also stumbled upon an event hosted by a priest
from Madrid, who worked with a group of people from
Cambodia who had lost limbs. He taught them how to take
their traditional dances and combine them with Catholic
celebrations that they could do without their limbs. He
didndét try to change their cl
enhanced it for them. It was really cool. Until | went to

WYD | was thinking of using my Spanish and medical career
here in the U.S. | ve done s
Childrends Hospital huout
sisters who have missions in lots of different

countries. One of the sisters talked about

how they use the culture of the area and

intertwine it with Catholicism and bring

medical help to the people. She was so

passionate. Medical missionary work is now

something | am heavily considering.

What did you experience as far as
differences between Catholics in America
and those from other countries?
Catholics in the U.S. tend to be more
conservative. We also have a separate
Catholic identity. It seems for many
countries and regions, the majority of the
population is Catholic; Spain, Italy, Latin
America. Because it is so main stream, their faith is
completely integrated into their lives. Then there were
people from Iraq, Egypt, Lebanon, The Holy Land, who
impacted me the most. During the Stations of the Cross,
they had different groups who carried the cross. Each
represented those who had crosses to carry; for example,
the unemployed, immigrants, and young adults from
countries where Catholics are persecuted. It was such an
inspiration to see. It made me realize that | need to take
advantage of the religious freedom | take for granted. |
need to live out my faith. It is difficult for these young

adults to be Catholic. It was a wake up for me. Saying a
prayer before meals in the dining hall might be a bit
uncomfortable, or keeping my rosary with me in my pocket,
but what these kids risk to
in this country and | need to find more ways | can live out
my faith. It was the most inspirational part of WYD for me.

Did this experience change your beliefs?

We had catechesis every morning at the Life and Love
Center, the English-s peaki ng pil gri mds
the Knights of Columbus and the Sisters of Life. There were
different speakers. Fr. Robert Barron talked about corporal
works of mercy. He really got me thinking about going to
another country; serving whe
couple gave a chastity talk, and though | have been taught
this, the way they described it, the reasons behind it, made

so much sense; how a relationship should be sacred, that a

me t a
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relationship is more than physical desires. | never really
thought about it the way they presented it. It reaffirmed
and strengthened my beliefs.

What changes would you like to see take place for the
Catholic Church here in the U.S.?
I would |ike the Cathol
Youcat 6, the new youth
to each of the registered pilgrims during WYD as a personal
gift from the Holy Father. The pope talked about how the
Ghurch is-aChurch for yupgipeogle: WD shows itcanpe
exciting, inspiring and the Church teaches so much that we
can use in our lives. This experience should spread beyond
WYR Pajishgs pesd te provide, grpertinitigs;like this for
o YYh B) coginect to our faith; music, religious
education cl asses,
realize how the church can use the youth. The
pope talked about it, about needing to do a
better job reaching out to youth because our
Church has so many lessons to teach us. It can
change your life.

i c

What will you take away from this
experience?

One thing that stood out to me the most was
the joy that was
a very unigue experience, getting a million
people from 169 countries together and
everybody was joyful all the time. It was the
idea that you knew you shared something
special with everyone there. The question
becomes, why candt you i

Also, the pilgrim experience was life -changing. | was
unprepared for it, but | loved it once it got going. Our
housing included sleeping in a gym, which, along with the
volunteers who ran our housing site, was actually really
nice. Our showers were provided by nuns who set them up
in the court yard. You took freezing cold showers with vines
and grapes hanging down over your head! The sisters gave
us breakfast every morning. You often had to rely on others
for food. We had vouchers for meals, but the night of the
vigil, everything was nuts. As a pilgrim you learn to go with
the flow. We ended up sleeping in the streets of Madrid.
You had to be ok with that. We were going to miss two

eals after not bejng able to get into the VI [, but when

reMichaiw SQNL Em{j olvn teGrre ﬁle§ Gffdredt ©
sandwiches and juice to him to give to us. Our meal was
provided to us from total strangers. Living like that you see
the kindness of others. We were robbed one night, but got
everything back. A parish offered us use of their bathrooms.
we rﬁr‘t ugorso magypk@q,] peqple whe wq:;n}put of their way
t o el p when they didnot
to be alone in this forelgn country, no phone, out of your
element, but surrounded by people who wanted to help
you. Itiwpsy/ery eyeopening, lettingaa. felving, and s o
trusting that everything will Work out.We were told we
brought so much joy to
came away with the desire to go to WYD again in 2013 in
Rio and take everyone with me!
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Our People Destination

Childrends Ministry Blessing
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.

St. Dominic School ds new Math
Mary Goll, takes home 3rd place out of 34 schools at the
Marquette High. School. Fall Math Tournament.

pt

On October 30 Bishop Hying Blessed and Dedicated our new Parish
Athletic Facility and Parish Arts & Activities Center.

Students collected 215 jars of peanut butter and jelly for
Feed America in October

The Celebration Weekend included an Open House with
6 refreshments after all Masses The Bell Choir rings in the PAAC for the Dedication & Blessing.



